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Audie Award Winner, Biography/Memoir, 2014When South African conservationist Lawrence

Anthony was asked to accept a herd of "rogue" wild elephants on his Thula Thula game reserve in

Zululand, his common sense told him to refuse. But he was the herd's last chance of survival: they

would be killed if he wouldn't take them. In order to save their lives, Anthony took them in. In the

years that followed he became a part of their family. And as he battled to create a bond with the

elephants, he came to realize that they had a great deal to teach him about life, loyalty, and

freedom. The Elephant Whisperer is a heartwarming, exciting, funny, and sometimes sad account of

Anthony's experiences with these huge yet sympathetic creatures. Set against the background of

life on an African game reserve, with unforgettable characters and exotic wildlife, it is a delightful

book that will appeal to animal lovers and adventurous souls everywhere.
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I love Elephants, and was looking for a book that would recall the absolute joy I felt when I first saw

them in the wild. I could not have done better than Lawrence Anthony's The Elephant Whisperer:

My Life with the Herd in the African Wild.Anthony, a former businesman-turned-conservationist,

manages the Thula Thula private game reserve in Zululand, South Africa. At the beginning of the

story, he accepted a "rogue" herd of Elephants onto his reserve. As soon as they arrive they start

trying to escape. Anthony realizes that that, in order to calm the herd down, he has to communicate

with them. Throughout the book, nthony often finds himself alone in the African bush with the



Elephants. He uses the same verbal and physical language strategies that humans employ

everyday to communicate with each other, such as changing the intonation of his voice. The amount

of communication between Anthony and the Elephants is truly incredible. Eventually, he forms a

strong bond with the two leading females. When one large female, Frankie, does charge him,

Anthony is able to persuade her to stop by shouting, "Don't, it's me!" Throughout the book, Anthony

shows just how deep and sincere the bond really is. In one memorable encounter, Anthony is

standing near the giant matriarch Nana when he realizes she just wants her presence

acknowledged. That simple act of recognition satisfied Nana and cemented their connection.Part

memoir, part collection of anecdotes, each chapter of
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